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SUBJECT: SITREP NO. 7/ATTEMPTED COUP IN CARACAS/ 
AS OF 11 A.M. 
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1. FROM ABOUT 09:30 A.M., "RADIO RUMBOS" REPORTERS HAVE 
BEEN CALLING IN REPORTS FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF THE CITY. 
IN PETARE THEY REPORTED THAT FOUR YOUNG PEOPLE HAD BEEN 
WOUNDED; IT WAS NOT CLEAR HOW. THE REPORTER NOTED THAT 
THERE WERE NO POLICE PATROLS AND THAT PEOPLE WERE 
GATHERING NEAR THE LOCAL HOSPITAL. 


2. AT 09:42 A.M., A REPORTER LOCATED IN THE LA FLORIDA 
AREA REPORTED THAT SHOTS WERE FIRED NEAR THE AVENIDA 
LIBERTADOR. SHE ALSO SAID THAT THE POPULATION HAVE BEEN 
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CONDUCTING A "CACEROLOZA" (POT-BANGING) UN aves mt ETD 


AND THAT MANY HAVE HUNG THE NATIONAL FLAG FROM THEIR 
APARTMENT WINDOWS . 


3. AT 09:57 A.M., A REPORTER FROM LA CARLOTA AIRPORT 
REPORTED THAT THE ARMY TROOPS LOYAL TO THE GOVERNMENT 
APPEARED TO BE PREPARING FOR AN ATTACK TO RE-TAKE THE 
AIRBASE FROM THE REBELS. EMBASSY PERSONNEL CONTINUE TO 
HEAR SHOTS FIRED FROM THAT GENERAL AREA: SMALL ARMS, 
OCCASIONAL 50 CAL. MACHINE-GUN FIRE, AND ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS WHAT APPEARED TO BE ARTILLERY FIRE, PERHAPS 
FROM THE 90 MM MAIN GUNS OF GOV LIGHT TANKS. 


4. AT ABOUT 10:00 A.M., RADIO RUMBOS REPORTERS FROM 
DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY BEGAN CALLING IN CLAIMING 
THAT THE SITUATION IN THE PROVINCES WAS "CALM." SMALL 
SCALE DEMONSTRATIONS THAT HAD TAKEN PLACE EARLIER WERE, 
ACCORDING TO THESE REPORTERS, QUICKLY DISPERSED BY LOCAL 
SECURITY FORCES. 
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5. AT 10:12 A.M., IT WAS REPORTED THAT 200 NATIONAL 
GUARDSMEN HAD LEFT LOS TEQUES FOR CARACAS TO SUPPORT THE 
GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS TO CONTROL THE SITUATION. 


6. AT 10:16 A.M., RADIO RUMBOS REPORTED THE "USIS 
DECLARATION" (OUR EARLIER STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF 
VENEZUELAN DEMPCRACY, REFTELS) FROM THE U.S. EMBASSY. 
THE REPORTER HIGHLIGHTED OUR CONDEMNATION OF 
"EXTRA-CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS" TO SEIZE POWER AND OUR 
SUPPORT "FOR THE EFFORTS OF THE DEMOCRATICALLY-ELECTED 
GOVERMENT TO RESTORE ORDER." 


7. AT 10:35, HEAVY FIGHTING BROKE OUT FROM THE LA 
CARLOTA AIRFIELD NEAR EMBASSY. OV-10'S AND F-16'S ARE 
IN THE AIR AGAIN, AND ARE ROCKETING THE GROUND. EMBASSY 
OFFICERS OBSERVED AN OV-10 THAT REPORTEDLY HAD BEEN OVER 
MIRAFLORES PALACE AND WAS HIT BY GROUND FIRE THERE. THE 
PILOT ATTEMPTED TO LAND AT LA CARLOTA BUT WAS UNABLE TO 
REACH IT; HIS PLANE CRASHED, BUT HE APPEARED TO EJECT 
SUCCESSFULLY. 
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